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Runnymede State Report 2004 - Baseline '; APPENDIX ‘E’

Executive Summary

Measuring the quality of life through the use of sustainability indicators has been
widely adopted by Local Authorities and other Statutory Organisations and, as the
demand for indicator data increases, information is becoming more accessible.

The methodology for this first State of Runnymede Report has taken account of
the issues of sustainability and sustainable development. It conforms to the
Council's principle that sustainable development is global in nature but local in
delivery. Therefore, assessment of the State of Runnymede should logically
commence with an analysis of the 'global perspective' and work towards the
'local'. The list of components covered within this state report will take account of
this.

The main purpose of this State Report is to present, in a user-friendly form, an
overview of the state of the Borough to a non-professional audience. The report
presents a set of what are considered to be key indicators in an easy-to-
understand and primarily graphical form, supplemented with brief background
information and explanation.

Key information in this report is presented using:
s graphs and charts to illustrate changes in selected indicators over time
= maps to illustrate the spatial distribution of data
= background and supporting information.

As part of the process of developing a Local Development Framework for the
Borough, the Council has adopted a set of sustainability objectives and indicators.
Initially, the headings within this report have been grouped in accordance with
the set of Regional Sustainable Development Indicators from the Integrated
Regional Framework (IRF 2004). Where applicable, modifications have been made
to suit Runnymede’s local characteristics. These indicators comply with the High
Level Sustainable Development Indicators in the government’s Quality of Life
Counts report (ODPM 1999). They have also been cross-referenced to the Audit
Commission’s piloted set of 32 quality of life indicators for voluntary testing by
Local Authorities across the UK in 2001/2002. Finally, an additional cross-
reference was made to the Indices of Deprivation (ODPM 2004) and the
Runnymede’s Best Value Performance Indicators. It is hoped that these
indicators will capture and illustrate the main features of the environment, society
and economy, and that they will form the framework for the capture of any
changes over time and space.

The data for these has been gathered from a wide range of sources including
local, county, regional and national organisations in addition to Runnymede
Borough Council’s own primary research. Departments within Runnymede
Borough Council and Surrey County Council have provided much of the data. A
full list of data sources will be included.

The difficulty of collecting information and obtaining data at a local level is an
acknowledged problem. The process of collating data has utilised several
techniques and sources:

« Telephone, email and written enquiries
= Research on the Internet

= Secondary source material

= Databases
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= Reports, Plans and Strategies

Data has been supplied by a number of Runnymede Borough Council
departments, including a large quantity sourced from within the GIS (Geographic
Information Systems) section.

On the whole, the availability of data was considered acceptable at this time.
However, some difficulties have been experienced in terms of the absence of key
datasets and inconsistent monitoring extrapolation to the local level. Some of the
problems encountered are cited in the table below.

Problems identified through collection of data

Topic Problems Identified

Air Quality Inconsistent monitoring at District level
Water Geographical boundaries do not fit to local
Consumption authority area.

Climate Data Inconsistent local monitoring and lack of time

series data.

Water Pollution

Runnymede data is aggregated to the

Incidents Environment Agency’s ‘Thames region’ which
includes 205 miles of the River Thames
from Thames Head Bridge in the Cotswolds to
its confluence with the North Sea at
Shoeburyness in Essex. Obviously there is a
strong potential for skewing of local results.

Agriculture Changes in datasets making analysis over time
difficult. Difficulty in obtaining access to
DEFRA’s Agriculture Census Data Sets.

Biodiversity Lack of consistent monitoring at a local level.
Research undertaken tends to be one off
specific studies. Problems associated with co-
ordination of numerous anecdotal biological

records.

Energy Lack of established data sources.

Consumption Disaggregation of regional consumption rates to
a local level not possible at present. Multiple
energy providers.

Emissions Difficulties with monitoring techniques at a local

level.

Energy Efficiency Lack of consistent monitoring at a local level

over time intervals.

Baseline Conditions

The population of Runnymede as per the 2001 Census was 78,033, which was an
increase of 6,244 people from the previous Census. One feature that stands out
is that there is a very large cluster in the age group 20 - 24 year olds. The
largest change however between 1991 and 2001 has been within the ages 30 -
59 year olds, an increase of 13%. This could be illustrative of good employment
opportunities in the area. 95% of people in Runnymede identified themselves as
white in 2001, which is 2.5% less than in 1991.
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Runnymede experiences relatively low levels of deprivation. There are, however,
small pockets of deprivation. Parts of Egham, Chertsey St Anns and Chertsey
Meads all feature in a number of different deprivation indicators.

From a health point of view, residents in Runnymede are generally in a state of
good health. In the 2001 Census 73.7% of people stated that their general
health was good, just over 20% people said it was fairly good and 6.3% said it
was poor.

Life expectancy in Runnymede is higher for both males and females than for the
South East Region and England, at 77.2 years for males and 82.1 years for
females. Life expectancy in Runnymede has also increased at a slightly higher
rate than both the South East Region and England.

In 2002, of the 1,400 deaths in the Borough, two thirds were attributed to
circulatory disease and cancer. A third of deaths were attributable to coronary
heart disease, pneumonia and strokes (cerebrovascular disease).

The Borough has a number of health related services, with a main hospital, health
centre, a number of dentists, opticians and chemists generally located within the
three main towns of Addlestone, Chertsey and Egham, and the centres of the
smaller urban settlements.

In terms of education, there is a fairly even range of different levels of
qualifications across the Borough. Over 23% of people gained a first degree or
higher degree, which is higher than the percentage for England. In general there
is a wide distribution of socio-economic classes throughout Runnymede, with the
majority of heads of households employed in the managerial or professional
occupations. This range indicates a diversity of skills within the resident
population, which means that it is more resilient to changes in the structure of
the economic base.

Crime in Runnymede is relatively low in comparison with the rest England, with 4
domestic burglaries per 1000 population in Runnymede compared to 15 per 1000
nationally. Although crime rates look like they are rising, this could be due to

measures encouraging people to report crime rather than an actual rise in crime.

In terms of housing, there are a range of different tenures across the Borough,
however the most dominant tenure is Owner Occupier. In some wards this is
significantly high, nearly 80%. One of the most prominent issues in Runnymede
is affordability of homes. It ranks 28" out 354 Districts in terms of high house
prices. This is of particular concern to those people in low-paid employment.

Runnymede has a good mixture and range of housing spread throughout the
Borough. There are slightly more detached and semi-detached properties than
flats and terraced houses, with more detached properties in Virginia Water,
Foxhills, and Thorpe, and more semi-detached in New Haw, Egham and
Addlestone. In general, the condition of Runnymede’s housing stock is in good
repair. Although there are a number of properties that fail fitness standards, 5%
in 2003, these are mainly in the private rented sector.

There are a number of Industrial and Business Parks located throughout the
borough. These are generally situated close to and with easy access of the M25,
This reflects the general reliance of transportation by vehicle for both workers and
goods,

The Transport Infrastructure in Runnymede is very much geared towards the car.
This is reflected in both the very high car ownership rates across the Borough and
the commuting data. The number of cars in the Borough has increased at a
faster rate than the increase in the population, with over 84% of households
owning at least one car in 2001, and more than half of those owning two cars.
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The road network is highly accessible and well maintained. It has high
connectivity, with two major motorways intersecting the borough, M25 and M3.
The public transport infrastructure, however, is much more fragmented and poor
quality in terms of its connectivity, reliability and frequency. There are a number
of bus routes running through the borough but they are under-used because of
their poor service; there are similar problems with the trains. However, there are
attempts to improve services, such as at Chertsey which now has four trains an
hour. There are also a number of footpaths and cycleways across the Borough,
which are very disjointed and lack a coherent formation.

One major issue that faces Runnymede in terms of travel is the volume of traffic
on the road especially in terms of commuters. Runnymede has a net inflow of
4,700 commuters daily. Due to the complex nature of travel and the poor public
transport provision in Runnymede, the majority of workers travel to work by car,
70% of people according to the 2001 Census. This creates huge pressures on the
road network and infrastructure of the borough.

Runnymede has a buoyant and stable economy. This is reflected in its low
unemployment rate, high wages and the amount of VAT business registrations
and de-registrations per year. It can be described as a service-based, knowledge
economy, with 38% of its workforce employed in knowledge-based industries.
This includes finance, business activities and public administration. Its dominant
sector is the service sector, employing 86% of Runnymede’s workforce. This
includes electricity, gas and water supply, wholesale and retail trade, repairs,
hotels and restaurants, financial intermediation, real estate, renting and business
activities, education, health and social work. Its main industrial sector is real
estate, with twice as many businesses in this sector compared to the others.
However the largest growth has been within the wholesale and retail sector,
nearly 200% increase in 4 years. Runnymede is also characterised by containing
mainly small companies, with over 86% of the local employers having 10 or fewer
employees.

One of the main issues facing Runnymede is the expansion of Terminal 5 at
Heathrow and its impact on Runnymede. The main emphasis will be upon the
retention of suitably located land to meet the demands of Heathrow related
growth in relation to the use of employment land to meet housing targets.
Runnymede is nearing capacity in terms of current working practices and
infrastructure. It is accepted that changes in either of those variables could
release additional capacity.

Runnymede has a net inflow of commuters, meaning there are more jobs than
local people to fill them. This coupled with the low unemployment rates means
that further employment growth will result in further increases in in-commuters.
This will exacerbate existing problems of congestion and pollution and create
increasing pressures on the social, physical and environmental infrastructure in
Runnymede,

Air quality within the Borough is currently within acceptable levels. However,
emissions of greenhouse gases are of general concern. The prediction is that the
greatest producer of these (road transport) is set to continue to increase, and
that the lifestyle choices made by residents will demand greater energy
consumption. This may mean that increasingly stringent controls will be required.

Amenity can be considered in terms of noise, dust and light, and access to
recreation and countryside. Other aspects which could be considered as factors in
local amenity include countryside character, historic buildings and features, traffic
volume and the environment. A number of those aspects for which data has been
readily available have been considered separately. Background ambient noise
levels have yet to be calculated for the Borough. However, Surrey County
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Council’s Local Transport Plan of July 2000 estimated that 14% of the population
were subjected to excessive road traffic noise.

There are both challenges and opportunities to be faced as the effects of climate
change progressively accelerate. Ranked 6™ highest out of the 11 Boroughs
within Surrey in terms of CO, emissions, Runnymede emitted 193,555 tonnes of
CO, in 2000. Flooding is also of major concern with almost 40% of property at
some form of floodplain risk.

Water consumption is estimated to be at a rate of 163 litres per person per day
with little or no stress on the capacity of the water system. There are no major
concerns regarding the groundwater protection zone within the Borough at this
time. River quality is also acceptable with the majority of rivers within the
Borough being rated as good to fairly good.

Runnymede is host to a number of National, European and Internationally
designated sites that are afforded legal protection that enhances Runnymede’s
value in terms of habitat and biodiversity. The Borough is also adjacent to
sensitive sites such as Chobham Common.

There is extensive coverage of habitats and species throughout the Borough. In
2004, 2% of Runnymede contained SSSIs (Sites of Special Scientific Interest) this
has remained constant. Data compiled in June 2004 by English Nature suggests
that 16.4% of Runnymede’s SSSIs are in favourable condition, which means that
there is some way to go towards improvement. There are reported to be in
excess of 2100 different species in the Borough; 32 of them are Biodiversity
Action Plan species. These are supported in 19 different habitats.

Around 2,254.4ha or 28.9% of the Borough is covered by trees and woodland,
which makes them an important contributor to the character of the Borough.

The natural landscape of Runnymede is characterised by its Thames Basin
Lowland and urban fringe location which is of gently undulating vale: small-scale
fields interspersed by woods, ponds, meadows, and heath, with a rural
appearance. Towns and villages are in a relativity good state, however, the areas
around them have a generally unkempt appearance.

The deposits of the Thames Valley and the Thames Basin dominate the geology of
Runnymede. The underlying rocks and the later deposits above them inform the
composition and drainage of the soil and therefore its fertility. In the part of the
Borough bordering Surrey Heath there are poor sandy, acid soils which are
dominated by heathland and woodland. Light clay or sandy soils, however, do
exist on the London Clay, sand and gravels of the Thames Valley; these areas
have been more intensively farmed. Exploitation of natural sand and gravel
resources have in the past contributed greatly to the local economy; even today
sand and gravel extraction is still important.

Mineral workings have also made their mark on the landscape of Runnymede.
Whilst it is acknowledged that this makes an important contribution to the needs
of society by supplying materials for the building and construction industry, there
are concerns as to the environmental impacts both in terms of the extraction
activity itself and the heavy traffic connected with its transportation.

Historically speaking, the Borough of Runnymede is the known for being the
location where the Magna Carta was signed by King John in 1215. To the present
day this single historic event remains a powerful reference point for the Borough.

English Heritage has listed 307 buildings within the Borough on their Listed
Buildings Register. Locally this list has been extended. These include 4 Grade 1
properties: Runnymede Park, Tite Hill; Founder’s Building, Royal Holloway
College, Egham Hill; Great Fosters, Stroude Road and Holloway Sanatorium,
Stroude Road. The Borough has also within its boundary a number of historic
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parks and gardens, while Runnymede Borough Council has designated six
conservation areas within the Borough. In addition, there have been significant
Bronze Age and Iron Age sites located at Runnymede Bridge and Thorpe Lea
Nurseries. Currently there are eight scheduled monuments located in
Runnymede and a number of county sites of potential archaeological interest.

A draft copy of a print and online pdf section is attached.
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