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APPENDIX B

DRAFT BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT PROPOSAL

1.

2.1

22

23

4.1

4.2

THE BID Proposal

The bid proposal aims to assist the Runnymede Travel Initiative to further ease traffic congestion
in the Borough by encouraging a reduction in the number of dedicated car journeys to 10 local
schools and colleges. This will be achieved by raising a levy each year for five years. The funds
raised will provide students with 12 American style yellow buses for their daily journeys.

The BID Proposal

The BID proposer is the Runnymede Business Partnership comprising representatives of local
businesses, schools, colleges, and university, Surrey Police and Runnymede Borough Council.
The BID will operate as the Runnymede Trave! Initiate and be guided by a Runnymede Travel

Initiative board.

The Runnymede Travel Initiative Board

A board will oversee the operation of the Runnymede Travel Initiative. The membership of the
Runnymede Travel Initiative board will comprise representatives from; those businesses who
directly fund and/or benefit from the scheme, the schools/colleges and the students/
parents/guardians who use the service, and the Runnymede Business Partnership and
Runnymede Borough Council. Leadership of the RTI may come from a Chairman of the
Runnymede Travel initiative Board.

The existing baseline service

There are currently six yellow buses operating at four local schools. They provide a journey to
school for almost 500 students. The service is promoted by the Runnymede Business
Partnership but administered by the Borough Council. The Council is neither an education or
transport authority and does not normally provide school transport services. The service is
funded by fares collected, section 106 contributions, and some business sponsorship. The
monies from section 106 agreements enable the service to be maintained on a year on year
basis, but does not provide the certainty for a long-term commitment and expansion.

The BID proposal would enable the service to be expanded to provide 12 buses serving
approximately 10 schools, and enable long-term provision to be made.

At present in the order of 20 million car journeys p/a are made by those travelling to work or
school in Runnymede. Almost 50% of students currently travel to school or college by car. The
target is to move 20% of the predominantly car based journeys to school to the Yellow School
Bus or cycling by 2010 (i.e. 20% of 2.5 million trips made to school by car as the primary reason
for the journey). This equates to 15% of the school age resident population (1600 of 10300)
being carried by the Yellow School Bus or being encouraged to cycle.

The geographical area of the BID arrangements

The BID arrangements will have effect in relation to whole hereditaments in the Borough of
Runnymede.

The BID Levy and Liability

The bid levy will be charged in respect of all hereditaments within the Borough of Runnymede
and listed in the local non domestic rate list with a rateable value of £350,000 or more.

Where a hereditament is occupied and is subject to the bid levy then the non domestic ratepayer
in occupation shall be liable for the bid levy.

Where a hereditament is unoccupied and is subject to the bid levy then the non domestic
ratepayer who owns the hereditament shall be liable for the bid levy.
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43 The bid levy shall be payable for the whole year at the 1st April in each year.

4.4 There will be a fixed rate levy of £7,500 per hereditament per annum for the 5 year period of the
BID. The cost of developing the proposal, and implementing it will be recovered from the BID

levy.
5. Alteration of BID arrangements

Save for alterations to the geographical area, none of the BID arrangements may be altered
without an Alteration Ballot.

6. Result of Ballot and duration of arrangements

The result of the ballot will be published on 10 January 2005 and the BID arrangements will
commence 81 days later. The BID arrangements will operate for a five year period commencing
on 1st April 2005 and ending 31st March 2010.
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APPENDIX D

EGHAM FARMERS’ MARKET
RESULTS OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION OCTOBER 2004

APPROXIMATELY 130 QUESTIONNAIRES DESPATCHED TO BUSINESSES IN HIGH
STREET AND STATION ROAD, EGHAM, 37 RETURNED (28%)

Do you think that the introduction of a weekday Farmers’ market (in addition to the Saturday
market) will be worthwhile?

Yes 34 No 3

Do you think that the proposed weekday market should replace the existing Saturday market
rather than be in addition to it?

Yes 4 No 27
Have you been adversely affected by the market?
Yes 4 No 30
Do you think that a weekday market will exacerbate that problem?
Yes 0 No 23
Do you believe that a Thursday market will be more successful?
Yes 13 No 11
Other observations:
“You need more stalls to make it worthwhile to attend as a customer”
“Saturday is no longer the best shopping day in Egham. The Saturday market is so
small now, it no longer draws the public. No market will succeed unless we have
more stalls and diversification”
“Will also attract office workers in area who do not work at weekends”
“The market would be a lot better if there were more stalls and a better variety”

“Generally more people around town due to businesses etc”

“The Saturday market generates good business for us. We would love to have an
additional Thursday market and more than once a month”

“It will attract more stallholders — there are not enough at the farmers’ market. Would
like to see more stalls”

“More people around midweek — office workers etc.”
“As we are an employment agency this will not affect us one way or another”

“People who work Mon-Fri 9-5 can also benefit. Would really like to see it happen
because it sells wonderful English cheese”

“Many people work outside Egham and do not travel in on a Saturday”

“Only problem | can foresee is companies which may have goods delivered by
couriers”
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“Attract more people to come to the town”

“The existing businesses that do not work Saturdays will be attracted. Also people
tend to go further afield at weekends”

“Egham can only benefit by having a weekday farmers’ market”

“Give the public a choice”

“Lots of office and workplaces in Egham”

“More people around on weekdays than Saturdays, particularly office workers”

“As a business (like many in Egham) our staff would use the market unlike the
Saturday when they are not at work”

“Markets will be successful if they are high quality and wide ranging. The current
Saturday market is poor on both counts. Would need high quality cleaning also”

“Needs to be an additional market on Thursday, different people in town compared
with Saturday. Market very worthwhile, unfortunately stalls have gone down so
hopefully an additional day would help as long as not Wednesday with Staines
Market”

“Once established (with advertising backup) would make the High Street busier. |
think the Council need to look at ways of bringing more people back to Egham for
shopping — also | would like to know if the Farmers Market is limited to just selling
farm produce or can anything else be sold?”

“} was never happy about the market and do not approve of it. | am not supporting it
at all as we have lost out by it. | am not happy with either day but my opinion was
never considered — when we are there all the time. Our sales are really bad on
Saturday morning of the market so | do not want it at all when expenses are very
high. Mo one comes into our shop on that Saturdays morning of the market. We are
usually very busy on Saturday - it makes up for quiet times in the week but the
market spoils that. | do not agree with the market at all — our sales drop completely
on Saturday of the market and when we pay a lot in rent and rates | am not happy
about the market. Rent and rates are very high — all difficult to manage already”

“There is nothing inherently unsuitable or undesirable about a Thursday market, but if
managed by the same person who currently manages the Saturday market it is
guestionable whether it can be any more successful. In my view, a weekday market
will achieve little in attracting more shoppers to other shops in the town as they will
not have as much time. Parking .... Thursday may be successful but if the organiser
can find sufficient suppliers for a critical mass, why can't she bring them in on
Saturdays? The Saturday market is failing because a) there are very few suppliers;
b) the range of produce is extremely limited; c) the prices are very high so they
appeal to a fairly limited client base who are widely dispersed through the local area
and can access other larger markets; d) the suppliers are not local so do not
engender the sort of customer loyalty that supporting one’s local small trader would”
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