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REPORT TO LEISURE AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING ON 16 SEPTEMBER 2004

9. PROPOSED POND AT BOURNE MEADOW (DAL)
APPENDIX ‘A’
1. Purpose of Report
1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek the Committee’s endorsement of proposals to
create a pond at Bourne Meadow, Chertsey.
2. Background Information
21 Bourne Meadow is Council owned open space of approximately 9.30 acres (3.7 hectares)

situated off of Eastworth Road and Free Prae Road in Chertsey). The River Bourne flows
through the site and during the winter months parts of it are often flooded for extended
periods, even after water levels in the river have subsided. This retention of floodwater is
due to the topography of the site and a soil with a high clay content, which together restrict
the flow of water back to the river.

22 The proposal in this report is designed to enable better management of the floodwaters and
to introduce an attractive feature to the open space.

3. Report
3.1 The proposal is that a pond, some 16 metres in diameter, be created on Bourne Meadow.

A planting bed and gently sloping banks would surround the pond and these would extend
between 7 and 18 metres from the waters edge. Much of the pond, the bed and the banks
would be planted with appropriate aquatic and semi aquatic native plants.

3.2 The particular location on site has been selected as it is currently one of the low parts of the
open space and therefore the last part to dry out after flooding. A pond here would also be
seen clearly from the road and enhance the view of the open space for passers by.

3.3 The pond would be linked to the River Bourne via inlet and outlet pipes allowing a degree of
control over the water level in the pond. This would be maintained at approximately 0.4
metres. The ability to control the water level is important in enabling an ecosystem to be
established in which the selected plant life can thrive so that an attractive, natural looking
feature can be allowed to develop, in turn attracting fauna to the area. The outlet pipe would
also have the benefit of allowing flood waters to return to the river more quickly.

34 Plans showing the location and approximate dimensions of the proposed pond are attached
at Annexes '1' and ‘2’ respectively.

3.5 For financial reasons it is proposed that the pond be constructed in two phases as set out at
paragraph 5.

36 The Environment Agency has been consulted and has agreed to support the scheme by
providing 'in kind' funding as set out at paragraph 5.

3.7 The excavations will produce approximately 920 cubic metres of unwanted soil, which will
need to be disposed of. This cannot be spread on site because of restrictions imposed by its
location in the floodplain.

3.8 However, the Committee will be aware of the need to remove and dispose of contaminated
soil from the old Beomonds allotment site nearby. It is proposed that, subject to the results
of soil testing, the arisings generated by excavating the new pond be used to replace the
contaminated soil removed from Beomonds. This would save the cost of purchasing soil to
be imported into Beomonds and the cost of disposal of arisings from the new pond at landfill,
estimated to be £17,000. This sum has been included in the overall cost of the new pond
and could be saved in this way.

4, Council Policy

4.1 The Position Paper Leader's Statement 2004-05 includes the Corporate Standard "Working
with other agencies to achieve community benefits while ensuring no dilution of
accountability where there is clear responsibility”. ‘
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One of its Aims is "Ensure we play an effective role in enhancing the quality of life for all our
residents and visitors and provide an attractive environment for those who conduct their
business in the Borough".

One of the Key Priorities from the Community Strategy is that "Runnymede should be a
healthy, pleasant place to work, rest and play. To reinforce this, there needs to be better
integration of the bodies responsible for improving the environment where Green Beit land is
guarded”. A main priority is to look at "Flood alleviation schemes" and specifically to "review
flood alleviation scheme at Chertsey".

Resource implications

The total cost of the scheme is estimated to be £57,000.

There is a potential saving of approximately £17,000 if soif from the pond were re-used at the
Beomonds site.

The Association for the Improvement of Runnymede (AIR) have been successful in obtaining
an offer of a grant of £17,500 from SITA to contribute to a scheme for flood alleviation in
Chertsey. There is a time limit on this offer and it is likely to be withdrawn if a scheme is not
realised in the immediate future. The scheme proposed in this report has been drawn up in
order to satisfy the SITA criteria.

The Environment Agency are willing to match this by providing the equipment and workforce
needed to manage and execute the scheme in accordance with the Council's drawings and
specification, to a value of £17,500.

However, there is still a shortfall of £22,000 which is not available, from revenue budgets in
the current financial year. This should be available from next year's budgets.

Officers propose that the scheme be completed in two phases. The initial phase, to be
funded through a combination of the SITA grant and some of the Environment Agency's 'in
kind’ funding would be completed this year. This would involve the excavation of the pond
itself and is estimated to cost £35,000.

The second phase, to be funded by any residual 'in kind' funding from the Environment
Agency and from next year's revenue budget (and therefore completed after April), will
involve installing the two pipes linking the pond to the River Bourne and the associated
control mechanisms. This is estimated to cost £22,000.

Ongoing maintenance of the pond and the associated pipe work is expected to cost
approximately £1,750 per annum and this will come from existing revenue budgets.

The SITA grant comes with a requirement for a third-party contribution of 10.2% (£1,785),
and a requirement to contribute 4% of the value of the grant (£700) to AIR to cover their
administration costs. These contributions will both come from existing revenue budgets.

Planning and Technical Considerations

Planning permission will be required for this project to go ahead.

Environmental Implications

The pond will slightly increase water storage capacity in the floodplain but will have a limited
effect on wider flooding in Chertsey. It will however benefit the immediate area by increasing
biodiversity and would introduce an interesting and attractive feature to the area. It would
also allow better management of flood water in Bourne Meadow by allowing it to return to the
river more quickly than is currently the case.

Risk Management

An assessment of risks presented by the new pond has been prepared and the findings
taken into account in its design.

Consultation Strateqy
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9.1

Ward Members and local residents will be consulted on these proposals and their responses
will be taken into account.

OFFICERS' RECOMMENDATION that -

the proposal to create a pond at Bourne Meadow be approved, subject to the
results of consultation with Ward Members and planning permissions being
granted and external funding remaining available.

(TO RESOLVE)

Background Papers

None.
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