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1 SUMMARY AND MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS 
1.1 SUMMARY 

1.1.1 Dominic Brennan is seeking planning permission to replace his home in 
Hamm Court, Weybridge, Surrey. The River Bourne crosses the garden to 
the north and bounds eastern side of the site and the River Thames is 
located at the end of the garden.  

1.1.2 The brief was to undertake a preliminary ecological assessment of the site 
and discuss the legal and planning policy issues associated with the 
proposed development and biodiversity.  To this end, a desk study and 
extended Phase 1 habitat survey were undertaken to gather baseline 
ecological data for the site. 

1.1.3 The main findings of the desk study were that the site is near Dumsey 
Meadow Site of Special Scientific Interest and Chertsey Meads Local Nature 
Reserve which are designated sites protected by both European and 
national legislation.  In addition, the desk study provided records of species 
of conservation concern within a 1km radius including several species of bat. 

1.1.4 During the field survey, the site was found to support scattered broadleaved 
and coniferous trees, species-poor hedgerows, dense and scattered scrub, 
tall ruderal vegetation, introduced shrubs, amenity grassland and running 
water (the River Bourne), as shown in Figure 2. The River Thames and the 
River Bourne are UK and local Biodiversity Action Plan Priority habitats.  A 
number of common bird species were recorded on site which are protected 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). There is also 
habitat that is suitable for common reptiles, which are protected under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and are also Species of 
Principal Importance under Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006. 

1.1.5 Because of the type and scale of the development it is unlikely to have a 
significant negative effect on Dumsey Meadow Site of Special Scientific 
Interest and Chertsey Meads Local Nature Reserve.  The mitigation 
proposals set out below should ensure that the development is compliant 
with the law and planning policy with respect to rivers, birds and reptiles (if 
necessary).  The buildings and trees on site may have potential to support 
roosting bats; a preliminary bat scoping survey was conducted by Thomson 
Ecology, the details of which are discussed in Thomson Ecology report 
reference: YDOB101/002/001.  

1.2 MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.2.1 The following measures are recommended for the development to comply 
with relevant biodiversity legislation and policy: 
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4 RESULTS 
4.1 BACKGROUND 

4.1.1 The contents of the results section are the factual results of the desk study 
and extended phase 1 habitat survey. Excluded from this section is the 
assessment of the site to support species of conservation concern not 
recorded during the survey.  Instead, potential further ecological issues are 
discussed in Section 6. 

4.2 DESK STUDY 

Designated Sites

4.2.1 There are two statutory sites within 2km of the site’s boundary (Multi- Agency 
Geographical Information for the Countryside). Dumsey Meadow is a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) which is located approximately 1150m 
north-east of the site (grid reference: TQ 057 665). Dumsey Meadow is an 
unimproved, cattle and pony-grazed riverside pasture with a species-rich, 
neutral grassland situated on the flood-plain of the River Thames. Chertsey 
Meads is a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) which is located approximately 
200m east of the site (grid reference: TQ 061 662). Chertsey Meads is 
another open Meadow on the banks of the River Thames.  

Biodiversity Action Plan Hab tats

4.2.2 Both Dumsey Meadow and Chertsey Meads (detailed in Section 4.2.1 
above) are UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitats ‘lowland meadow’ 
and ‘purple moor grass and rush pasture’ (Natural England’s Nature on the 
Map) and local BAP habitat ‘lowland unimproved meadows’ (Surrey Wildlife 
Trust).  

4.2.3 Parts of the River Thames, which runs adjacent to the site in the north, and 
the River Bourne within the site may be included within the UKBAP Priority 
Habitat ‘rivers’ which is currently being developed (www.ukbap.org.uk). Both 
are included within the local BAP for ‘wetland habitats’ (Surrey Wildlife 
Trust). 

Ancient Woodland 

4.2.4 No Ancient Woodlands greater than 2ha in area occurring within the site or 
within 2km of the site perimeter were located during the desk study. 

Protected Species and Species of Conservation Concern 

4.2.5 Table 1 provides the records of protected species and species of 
conservation concern derived during the desk study. Where more than one 
record for a species is given, the most recent record and/or the nearest to 
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the site have been included in the table only. Also, only records from within 
the last 20 years have been included in the table.  
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Table 1. Records of Protected and Other Species of Conservation Concern derived from the desk study 
 

Common Name Scientific Name HR Sch 2 
or 4 

WCA 
Sch1, 5 or 

8 

UKBAP 
Priority 

Local 
BAP 

species 

Red 
Data 
Book 

NERC 
Section 

41 

Other Grid Ref. Distance 
from site 

NBN Gateway 
Source 

common toad Bufo bufo -           - √ - - √ - TQ 07 66 <2km BRC

common frog Rana temporaria - Sch 5 - - - - - TQ 07 64 <2km BRC 

European 
nightjar 

Caprimulgus 
europaeus 

-       - √ - - √ RSPB
Red 
list 

TQ 06 <10km RSPB 

common 
pipistrelle 

Pipistrellus 
pipistrellus 

Sch 2 Sch 5 - - - √      - TQ 06 <10km BRC

brown long-
eared bat 

Plecotus auritus Sch 2 Sch 5 √         √ TQ 06 <10km BRC

noctule Nyctalus noctula  Sch 2 Sch 5 √         √ TQ 06 <10km BRC

Daubenton’s bat Myotis 
daubentonii 

Sch 2 Sch 5 - - - - - TQ 05 65 <2km BCT 

serotine bat Eptesicus 
serotinus 

Sch 2 Sch 5 - - - - - TQ 06 <10km BRC 

pillwort Pilularia 
globulifera 

-           - √ - - √ - TQ 06 <10km BSBI

cornflower Centaurea cyanus -     - √ - - √ - TQ 06 <10km BSBI  

cut-grass Leersia oryzoides -            Sch 8 √ - - √ - TQ 06 <10km BSBI

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Thomson Ecology Ltd 12 Ref:  YDOB101 / 001 / 001 
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Common Name Scientific Name HR Sch 2 
or 4 

WCA 
Sch1, 5 or 

8 

UKBAP 
Priority 

Local 
BAP 

species 

Red 
Data 
Book 

NERC 
Section 

41 

Other Grid Ref. Distance 
from site 

NBN Gateway 
Source 

greater water-
parsnip 

Sium latifolium -           - √ - - √ - TQ 06 <10km BSBI

silver-studded 
blue butterfly 

Plebejus argus -            Sch 5 √ - - √ - TQ 06 <10km Butterfly
Conservation 

shining guest 
ant 

Formicoxenus 
nitidulus 

-         - √ - - √ - TQ 06 <10km 

solitary wasp Cerceris 
quinquefasciata 

-          - √ - - √ - TQ 06 <10km

southern wood 
ant 

Formica rufa -          - √ - - √ - TQ 06 <10km

Bees, Ants and 
Wasps 

Recording 
Society 

depressed river 
mussel 

Pseudanodonta 
complanata 

-          - √ - - √ - TQ 06 <10km Conchological
Society of 

Great Britain 
and Ireland 

BCT = Bat Conservation Trust 

BRC = Biological Records Centre 

BSBI = Botanical Society of the British Isles  

RSPB = Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

HR = Conservation (Habitats &c) Regulations 1994 

WCA = Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended 

BAP = UK Biodiversity Action Plan 

NERC = Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 

Other includes red and amber list birds and nationally and locally scarce species.  
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4.3 FIELD SURVEY 

Habitats and Flora 

4.3.1 The following Phase 1 habitat types were identified: 

• Dense scrub; 

• Dense scrub/scattered broadleaved woodland mosaic; 

• Scattered scrub/scattered broadleaved mosaic; 

• Scattered broadleaved woodland; 

• Tall ruderal; 

• Tall ruderal/scattered woodland mosaic; 

• Running water; 

• Amenity grassland; 

• Amenity grassland/scattered broadleaved woodland mosaic; 

• Amenity grassland/scattered broadleaved woodland/scattered 
coniferous woodland mosaic; 

• Introduced shrub; 

• Introduced shrub/scattered broadleaved woodland mosaic; 

• Species-poor hedge; 

• Species-poor hedge with trees; 

• Buildings; 

• Walls; 

• Hard standing; 

• Bare ground; and 

• Other habitat. 

4.3.2 These habitats are described below and their distribution is given on Figure 
2. 

Dense scrub – DS1 

4.3.3 There is one small area (totalling approximately 1m2) of dense scrub (DS1 
on Figure 2) in the centre of the survey area. The scrub is dominated by 
hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) with occasional ivy. 
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Dense scrub/scattered broadleaved woodland mosaic – DS/SBW1

4.3.4 An area of dense scrub and scattered broadleaved trees (approximately 
15m2) is situated along the eastern boundary to the north of the site (see 
DS/SBW1 on Figure 2). The area is dominated with ivy (Hedera helix) with 
occasional Japanese rose (Rosa rugosa) and ash saplings (Frax nus 
excelsior). There are two 10m tall mature ash trees and a 2m tall ornamental 
elder (Sambucus racemosa ‘Plumosa Aurea’) on the edge of the habitat.  

Scattered scrub/scattered broadleaved woodland – SS/SBW1 

4.3.5 There is a small area (totalling approximately 1m2) of scattered scrub with 
mature ash trees in the north of the survey area (SS/SBW1 on Figure 2). The 
scrub is dominated by elder saplings with occasional ivy.           

Scattered Broadleaved woodland – SBW1-14 

4.3.6 There are 50 scattered trees across the site, fourteen of which are situated 
within bare ground (SBW1-14 on Figure 2) and are described here, whilst the 
remaining 36 are encompassed within various other habitat types and 
described where appropriate below. 

4.3.7 SBW1-14 includes: 

• SBW 1 - a mature beech (Fagus sylvatica) approximately 12m tall, 
situated in the eastern corner of the survey area behind the garage 
(B2); 

• SBW2 -  a mature ash approximately 8m tall, situated on the bank 
of The River Bourne to the south of the survey area; 

• SBW3-6 – four mature common alders (Alnus glutinosa) 
approximately 10m tall, situated on the bank of The River Bourne 
to the south of the survey area; 

• SBW7-8 – two mature willows (Salix sp.) approximately 5m and 4m 
tall respectively, also situated along the bank of The River Bourne; 

• SBW9 – a mature elder (Sambucus nig a) approximately 4m tall, 
situated at the back of the compost heap (see TN2 in ‘other 
habitat’) at the top of the river bank; and 

• SBW10-14 – five large mature willow trees situated along the bank 
of The River Bourne, between approximately 10m and 12m tall. 
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Tall ruderal – TR1 6 

4.3.8 There are six areas of tall ruderal vegetation (totalling approximately 105m2) 
along the banks of The River Bourne (see TR1-6 on Figure 2). These areas 
are dominated by wild angelica (Angelica sylves ris) or common nettle 
(Urtica dioica) with frequent Indian balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) occurring 
in TR1-5.                                        

Tall ruderal/scattered broadleaved woodland mosaic  – TR/SBW1 

4.3.9 An area of tall ruderal vegetation exists in the north of the survey area 
between in building B3 and The River Bourne (TR/SBW1 on Figure 2) 
totalling approximately 30m2. Within this area grows a mature willow 
approximately 12m tall. There is abundant winter heliotrope (Petasites 
fragrans) with occasional enchanter’s-nightshade (Circaea lutetiana) and 
pendulous sedge (Carex pendula).  

Running water – RW1 

4.3.10 The River Bourne (see RW1 on Figure 2) crosses the bottom of the garden 
in the north of the survey area and bends round running down the east of the 
garden and past the main house and garage (buildings B1 and B2). The river 
was, on average, approximately 3m wide and 0.5m deep at the time of the 
survey. The water was clear with frequent filamentous algae.       

Amenity grassland – AM1-6 

4.3.11 There are six areas of regularly mown amenity grassland (lawns) across the 
survey area (see AM1-AM6 on Figure 2) totalling approximately 420m2. The 
abundant species in all areas include perennial rye-grass (Lol um perenne), 
annual meadow-grass (Poa annua) and red fescue (Festuca rubra) with 
occasional to frequent dandelions (Taraxacum agg.) and springy turf moss 
(Rhytid adelphus squarrosus). 

Amenity grassland/scattered broadleaved woodland – AM/SBW1-2

4.3.12 Two areas of amenity grassland with scattered broadleaved trees occur 
across the site (see AM/SBW1-2 on Figure 2) totalling approximately 
1000m2. The species composition of the grasslands is similar to that of AM1-
6 (see above). 

4.3.13 AM/SBW1 is the landscaped area between the western boundary of the 
survey area and the front of the house (building B1). Situated within this 
grassland is a mature plum tree (Prunus domestica) approximately 5m tall. 
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4.3.14 AM/SBW2 is the main lawn behind the house. There are six broadleaved 
trees in the east of the grassland including four semi-mature apple (Malus 
domestica), an elder in decline and a semi-mature common pear (Pyrus 
communis) ranging between 2 and 5m in height. 

Amenity grassland/scattered b oadleaved woodland/scattered coniferous 
wood and – AM/SBW/SCW1-2 

4.3.15 Two areas of amenity grassland with scattered broadleaved and conifer 
trees occur across the site (see AM/SBW/SCW1-2 on Figure 2) totalling 
approximately 390m2. The species composition of the grasslands is similar 
to that of AM1-6 (see above). 

4.3.16 AM/SBW/SCW1 is the landscaped area in front of the main house (building 
B1). There two three apple trees, a plum tree and a pine tree (Pinaceae) 
ranging between 2 and 5m in height. 

4.3.17 AM/SBW/SCW2 is an area of land adjacent to The River Bourne just north of 
the house (building B5). There is a highclere holly tree (Ilex aquifolium x I. 
perado) and a spruce (Picea sp.) approximately 4m and 3m tall, respectively. 

Introduced shrub – IS1-14

4.3.18 There are fourteen planted flower beds making up an area of approximately 
90m2 of introduced shrubs across the survey area (see IS1-14 on Figure 2). 
A variety of shrubs have been planted including common snowberry 
(Symphoricarpos albus), veronica (Hebe sp.), heather (Erica sp.), Japanese 
rose (Rosa rugosa) and elephant ears (Be genia cordifo ia). 

Introduced shrub/scattered broadleaved woodland - IS/SBW1-3 

4.3.19 There are three areas of larger introduced shrubs with broadleaved trees 
across the survey area (see IS/SBW1-3) totalling approximately 90m2. 
IS/SBW1 is situated in the south-eastern corner and comprises of common 
snowberry and a single 4m tall English oak (Quercus robur). IS/SBW2 
surrounds the south and western sides of the compost heap (see TN2 in 
‘other habitat’ below) in the centre of the survey area. This area is comprised 
of a 12m tall Ash, two 5m tall holly trees (Ilex aquifolium) and two elder trees, 
4-5m tall. These trees are densely covered with ornamental vine (Vitis sp.) 
from top to bottom. IS/SBW3 is situated to the north of the survey area and 
includes several ornamental shrubs including Mexican orange blossom 
(Choisya ternata), barberry (Berberis sp.) and guelder-rose (Viburnum
opulus), a semi-mature prunus tree sits within these shrubs. 
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Species-poor hedge – PH1 5 

4.3.20 There are five species-poor hedges in the south and west of the survey area 
(PH1-5 on Figure 2). PH1 and PH2 consist entirely of beech and are 12m 
and 24m long, respectively. PH3 is a short (7m) Lawson’s cypress 
(Chamaecyparis lawsoniana) adjacent to the garage (building B2). PH4 and 
PH5 laurel hedges running along the western boundary of the site (Prunus 
lau ocerasus) and are approximately 13m and 40m respectively. 

Species-poor hedge with trees – PHT1 

4.3.21 There is a length of hedge (approximately 8m long) in the south-western 
corner of the survey area which contains three semi-mature trees: one pear 
and two holly. Holly is abundant with occasional ivy, English oak and young 
ash. 

Walls

4.3.22 There are four walls within the survey area (W1-W4 on Figure 2); two of 
which are covered with ivy, butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii) and other 
ornamental climbers (W1 and W2).  

Buildings 

4.3.23 There are four building on site: the main house with extensions (B1), a 
separate double garage (B2), a large wooden shed/summer house (B3) and 
a small wooden shed (B4). 

Hard standing 

4.3.24 The tarmac drive and paved areas around the house make up the hard 
standing within the survey area. 

Bare g ound 

4.3.25 The majority of bare ground within the survey area is along the banks of The 
River Bourne. There is a small area of bare ground alongside the garage 
(building B2) to the east and within a corner adjacent to the house (building 
B1) and a wall to the west. 

Other habitat 

4.3.26 There are three areas within the site which are used for composting garden 
waste (see TN1-3 on Figure 2). Target note 1 (TN1) marks a compost area 
between a snowberry bush (IS1) and the River Bourne in the south-east of 
the site in which two small, semi-mature elder trees are growing. Target note 
2 (TN2) marks an area in the centre of the site which is enclosed by 
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IS/SBW2 (see above) within the south-eastern corner of which grows a 12m 
tall, mature alder. Target note 3 (TN3) marks an area between the building 
B3 and DS/SBW1 in the north of the survey area. 

Fauna 

4.3.27 Common frogs (Rana tempora ia), small white butterfly (Pieris rapae) and a 
number of common bird species, including coal tit  
(Periparus ater), mute swan (Cygnus olor) and ring-necked parakeet 
(Psittacula krameri) were observed on site. 
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5 LEGISLATION AND PLANNING POLICY ISSUES 
5.1 BACKGROUND 

5.1.1 The content of the legislation and planning policy section is the legislation 
and planning policy issues that we know are relevant based on this data 
trawl and extended Phase 1 habitat survey.  The legislation and policy issues 
that might arise following further surveys are excluded.  Potential further 
ecological issues are discussed in Section 6.  A detailed description of the 
method for this section is given in Appendix 1. 

5.2 DESIGNATED SITES 

5.2.1 Dumsey Meadow SSSI is more than 1km but less than 2km away from the 
proposed development and Chertsey Meads LNR approximately 200m 
away. Both are legally protected through national legislation and 
development within or near them is strictly controlled.  The proposals are 
unlikely to have a significant negative effect on these two sites and their 
important attributes because: 

• The proposed development replaces an existing dwelling and will 
not increase the number of people inhabiting the site; 

• The proposed development is relatively small; 

• The footprint of the proposed development falls within that of an 
existing building; 

• Dumsey Meadow and the proposed development are separated by 
a minimum of 1.1km; 

• Chertsy Meads is separated from the site by a road (Hamm Court); 
and 

• The development will not result in significant increase in emissions 
to air. 

5.2.2 The development proposals will therefore be compliant with the relevant 
legislation and policy with respect to statutory designated sites. 

5.3 BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN PRIORITY HABITATS 

5.3.1 Dumsey Meadow and Chertsey Meads are UK Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) Priority Habitats and habitats of principal importance for the 
conservation of biodiversity as listed by the Secretary of State. In addition 
they are also covered by the local BAP for lowland unimproved grassland 
habitats. Under Planning Policy Statement 9 (PPS9), the local planning 
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authority should conserve these habitat types. The proposed development is 
unlikely to have a significant negative effect on these sites for the reasons 
stated above (Section 5.2.1). 

5.3.2 The River Thames, adjacent to the site and the River Bourne within the site 
are potentially included within UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat for 
rivers and, as such, may also be habitats of principal importance for the 
conservation of biodiversity as listed by the Secretary of State. In addition, 
they are also covered by the local BAP for wetland habitats. Under Planning 
Policy Statement 9 (PPS9) the local planning authority has a duty to 
conserve UKBAP Priority Habitats and Policy SE6 of the Surrey Structure 
Plan states that “development will be expected to contribute to actions 
safeguarding and managing habitats identi ed as important through the UK 
and Surrey Biodiversity Action Plan”. The current development proposals do 
not involve either river and should not directly affect them. 
Recommendations are set out in Section 7 to safeguard the rivers from any 
negative impact that may result indirectly from the proposed development 
and should ensure that the development proposals are compliant with the 
law and policy. 

5.4 ANCIENT WOODLAND 

5.4.1 No ancient woodland was found to be present within the sites or within the 
2km desk study search area.  Therefore the development will not contravene 
planning policy with respect to ancient woodland.   

5.5 PROTECTED SPECIES 

5.5.1 A number of common bird species were recorded on the site, some of which 
are most likely to breed on the site as suitable habitat is present.  All birds, 
eggs and nests are protected from damage and destruction under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended. 

5.5.2 The mitigation measures set out in Section 7 should ensure that the 
development proposals are compliant with the law and policy NE20 of the 
Runnymede Borough Local Plan (second alteration, 2001) with respect to 
birds.  It should be noted however that other protected species may be 
present as set out in Section 6. 

5.6 OTHER SPECIES OF CONSERVATION CONCERN 

5.6.1 Mute swans were also recorded on the site.  This species is on the amber list 
for birds of conservation concern however it receives no specific legal or 
policy protection over and above the general protection of all birds by the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended. 
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5.7 INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES 

5.7.1 Indian balsam is an invasive non-native plant species and it occurs within the 
tall ruderal vegetation along the banks of the River Bourne (see TR1-5 and 
TR/SBW1 on Figure 2). Currently landowners are not obliged to notify 
anyone or remove or treat these plants, nor would it be an offence to allow 
the species to spread, however, the latter is under review by the Department 
for Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) and may change soon. 
Recommendations are made in Section 7 for the eradication of this species 
in order to reduce the spread of the species within the UK and to enhance 
the site’s ecology which can subsequently reduce erosion of the river’s 
banks.    

5.8 ECOLOGICAL ENHANCEMENT 

5.8.1 Central and local government policy now points towards ecological 
enhancement on development sites.  For example, PPS9 states that “plan
polic es should promote opportunities for the incorpo ation of beneficial 
biodiversi y and geological features within the design of development” which 
is reflected in Policy SE6 of the Surrey Structure Plan. Recommendations for 
enhancement of the site’s ecology are made in Section 7.  
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6 POTENTIAL FURTHER ECOLOGICAL ISSUES 
6.1 BACKGROUND 

6.1.1 The potential further ecological issues section sets out our assessment of 
the potential of the site to support protected species and other species of 
conservation concern which were not detected during the extended Phase 1 
habitat survey, either because their presence is seasonal or because 
specialist survey techniques are required.  Further survey work or 
appropriate mitigation is likely to be required before these issues can be 
addressed.  Further information on the methods of assessment is given in 
Appendix 1. 

6.1.2 The survey area also has the potential to support some species of 
conservation concern, including protected species that were not identified 
during the survey.  These are as follows: 

6.2 BATS 

6.2.1 The buildings (B1-4) and trees (various SBW and SCW) recorded during the 
survey have the potential to support bat roosts and the River Bourne (RW1) 
offers good foraging habitat for this group of species.  There are also recent 
records of four species of bat from within 10km of the site and of 
Daubenton’s bat (Myotis daubentonii) within 2km of the site, which increases 
the likelihood of bats being present.  Bats and their habitats are fully 
protected under European and national legislation, PPS9 and Policy NE20 of 
the Runnymede Local Plan. 

6.2.2 Thomson Ecology conducted a bat scoping survey of the buildings and forty 
trees on site on 24th September. The methods, results, a discussion of the 
legal and planning policy issues and recommendations as to how these may 
be overcome are discussed in a second report (reference: 
YDOB101/002/001). 

6.3 REPTILES 

6.3.1 The compost heaps (TN1-3), tall ruderal vegetation (TR1-5 and TR/SBW1) 
and scrub (DS1, DS/SBW1 and SS/SBW1) on site have the potential to 
support a population of common reptiles. Reptiles are protected under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended, making it an offence to 
intentionally or recklessly kill or injure any species. In addition to this, reptiles 
are Priority Species in the UKBAP and are Species of Principal Importance 
under Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006. Recommendations are made in 
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Section 7 for appropriate mitigation if these habitats are to be cleared during 
the development.   
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7 RECOMMENDATIONS 
7.1 MITIGATION 

7.1.1 The recommendations for mitigation (including avoidance, mitigation and 
compensation) measures given in this section are based on the findings of 
the desk study and extended Phase 1 habitat survey. It may include 
precautionary mitigation measures for some species which could occur on 
the site but excludes discussion of the mitigation measures that may be 
required following the results of the further surveys recommended in Section 
7.2. 

UK Biod versity Action Plan Priority Habitats

7.1.2 The rivers should be protected during construction works following the 
Environment Agency’s Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPG) 5. These 
measures prevent run-off to the river which may cause pollution, silting or 
erosion.  

Birds 

7.1.3 Any necessary site clearance should be undertaken outside the breeding 
season, i.e. site clearance should be undertaken in the period August to 
February inclusive. 

Reptiles

7.1.4 If the habitat identified as having potential to support reptiles (see Section 
6.2) is to be cleared, a destructive search for reptiles should be carried out 
during the clearance. This should be undertaken by an experienced ecologist 
who should be available through a watching brief. 

7.2 ECOLOGICAL ENHANCEMENTS 

7.2.1 As the plans have yet to be finalised for the design of the development there 
is an opportunity to enhance the development for wildlife. Suggestions of 
how this could be done are given below: 

• Eradicating Indian Balsam from the site following 
Environment Agency guidelines, ‘Guidance for the control 
of invasive weeds in or near fresh water’ will increase 
biodiversity and will subsequently reduce erosion of the 
river banks; 

• A pond could be created on site to attract more 
invertebrates and amphibians and provide an additional 
food source for reptiles, bats and birds; 
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• Any native tree and shrub trimmings could be left on site 
to provide deadwood habitats for invertebrates; 

• The compost heaps on site are valuable ecological 
features providing food and shelter for a variety of wildlife 
including reptiles, amphibians, birds, mammals and 
invertebrates and should be retained; 

• Retained compost heaps should not be turned during the 
winter so as to avoid disturbing sheltering animals;  

• Log piles and hibernacula could be included in suitable 
spots on site to provide increased basking and 
hibernating opportunities for reptiles; 

• Erection of bird and bat boxes in suitable areas such as 
on the mature trees around the site and on south-facing 
sides of the buildings;  

• Any landscaping should comprise native species 
especially those species which could provide enhanced 
foraging opportunities for butterflies, birds and bats; and 

• To minimise the impact of after-dark lighting (e.g. street 
lighting) on wildlife low pressure sodium lamps should be 
used instead of high pressure sodium or mercury lamps, 
lighting should be directed to where it is required and the 
brightness should be as low as legally possible. 

7.2.2 It is not necessary for all of these enhancements to be carried out to comply 
with planning policy; carrying out just two of these suggestions should 
suffice.  

8 CONCLUSION 
8.1.1 As long as the recommendations for mitigation for BAP habitats, birds and 

reptiles (if necessary) set out in Section 7 are followed there should be no 
legal issues regarding this development, other than any that relate to bats. 
Section 7 also sets out measures to enhance the ecology on the site in line 
with planning policy. Buildings and trees on site were considered suitable for 
roosting bats which is discussed in a separate report:  Thomson Ecology 
report reference: YDOB101/002/001. 
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10 APPENDIX 1  
10.1 IDENTIFICATION OF LEGAL AND PLANNING POLICY ISSUES IN ENGLAND 

Scope of Assessment 

10.1.1 The first step is to identify any biodiversity features found on the site that are 
subject to legal or policy controls, as follows: 

Designated Sites 

10.1.2 The location of the site is compared to the distribution of sites with a statutory 
or non-statutory nature conservation designation using information derived 
from the desk study. Consideration is given to designated sites that could be 
affected directly or indirectly by the proposed development. 

Habitats outside Designated Sites  

10.1.3 The habitats known to occur on the site are compared to those which receive 
some protection, in law or policy, outside of designated sites i.e. hedgerows, 
uncultivated land and semi-natural areas, habitats listed as Priorities in the 
UKBAP, habitats listed as Habitats of Principal Importance for the 
Conservation of Biodiversity by the Secretary of State and habitats listed as 
requiring action in the Local Biodiversity Action Plan. 

Ancient Woodland 

10.1.4 The ancient woodland inventory is checked to determine whether any known 
ancient woodland occurs either on the site or nearby. 

Protected Species 

10.1.5 The species known to occur on the site as a result of the desk study and 
Phase 1 habitat survey are compared with those listed in nature 
conservation legislation i.e. the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as 
amended, the Conservation (Habitats &c) Regulations 1994. 

10.1.6 In addition, the species known to occur on the site as a result of the desk 
study and Phase 1 habitat survey are compared with those listed in animal 
welfare legislation, i.e. the Badgers Act 1992 and the Wild Mammals 
(Protection) Act 1996. 

Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species 

10.1.7 The species known to occur on the site are compared with those listed as 
Priorities in the UKBAP, Species of Principal Importance for the 
Conservation of Biodiversity by the Secretary of State or requiring action in 
the Local Biodiversity Action Plan. 
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Other Species of Conservation Concern 

10.1.8 The species known to occur on the site are compared with other nature 
conservation listings, such as red data books. 

Invasive Plant Species 

10.1.9 The species of plant present on the site are compared with those listed by 
government agencies as invasive non-natives, with particular attention given 
to those listed in the Wildlife and Countryside Act. 

Review of Legisla ion and Policy 

10.1.10 If any of the above are found to occur on or near the site and are likely to be 
affected by the development in any way, the relevant legislation and planning 
policy (including national, regional, county and borough policies) are 
examined to determine whether the proposed development is compliant. 

Ecological Enhancement 

10.1.11 Planning policy generally requires new developments to be enhanced for 
biodiversity.  The existing proposals are considered to determine whether 
biodiversity enhancements are offered and whether they are adequate to 
meet the policy requirements.  Again, national, regional, county and borough 
policies are considered. 

10.2 IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL FURTHER ECOLOGICAL ISSUES 

10.2.1 Further ecological issues are those which can not be resolved during the 
desk study and extended Phase 1 habitat survey for any reason, including 
the following: 

• The development is near a designated site and consultation with 
the relevant regulator is required in order to determine whether 
further assessment is required; 

• Suitable habitat is present on or near the site for a protected 
species/species of conservation concern and specialist survey 
techniques are required for their detection; 

• Suitable habitat is present on or near the site for a protected 
species/species of conservation concern and the extended Phase 
1 habitat survey was not undertaken at a suitable time of year for 
their detection; 

• A protected species/species of conservation concern was found on 
or near the site but further information on population size or 
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distribution is required in order to resolve any legal and planning 
policy issues (such as obtaining licences). 

10.2.2 Discussion of issues raised by 3rd parties, e.g. reports of protected species 
from the site by local people, may also be discussed under this heading.   

10.2.3 The desk study is used as a guide to the protected species/species of 
conservation in the local area, however, the list is not taken to be exhaustive 
and it is borne in mind that some species may no longer occur in the locality. 

10.2.4 No attempt is made to evaluate the importance of the site for species not yet 
confirmed to be on or near the site, nor to discuss the implications for the 
development if the species were to be found on the site.
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11 APPENDIX 2 – HABITAT SPECIES LISTS 
Dense scrub/scattered broadleaved woodland mosaic – DS/SBW1 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

ivy Hede a helixr  D 

Japanese rose Rosa rugosa O 

ash Fraxinus excelsior A 

ornamental elder Sambucus racemosa 
‘Plumosa Aurea’ 

R 

 
Scattered scrub – SS1 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

hawthorn Crataegus monogyna D 

ivy  Hede a helixr   O 

 
Scattered scrub/broadleaved woodland mosaic – SS/SBW1 
Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

common elder Sambucus nigra DY 

ivy Hede a helixr  O 

ash Fraxinus excelsior A 

 
Scattered broadleaved woodland – SBW1-14 

Common name Scientific name Number of 
trees 

Habitat(s) 

beech Fagus sylvatica 1 SBW1 

ash Fraxinus excelsior 1 SBW2 

common alder Alnus glutinosa 4 SBW3-6 

willow Salix spp. 2 SBW7-8 

elder Sambucus nigra 1 SBW9 

willow Salix spp. 5 SBW10-14 

 
Tall ruderal – TR1 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

wild angelica Angelica sylvestris A 

common nettle Urtica dioica F 

bearded couch Elymus caninus O 

 



Dominic Brennan 
Riverslea, Hamm Court, Weybridge 

Desk Study and Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thomson Ecology Ltd 32 Ref:  YDOB101 / 001 / 001 
 

Tall ruderal – TR2 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

common nettle Urtica dioica A 

Indian balsam Impatiens glandul fera i F 

yellow iris Iris pseudacorus OE 

false brome Brachypodium sylvaticum O 

pendulous sedge Carex pendula OC 

great horsetail Equisetum telmateia OC 

enchanter’s-nightshade Circaea lutetiana O 

bearded couch Elymus caninus O 

 
Tall ruderal – TR3 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

common nettle Urtica dioica F 

Indian balsam Impatiens glandul fera i F 

hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium O 

 
Tall ruderal – TR4-TR5 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

wild angelica Angelica sylvestris A 

common nettle Urtica dioica A 

Indian balsam Impatiens glandul fera i F 

false brome Brachypodium sylvaticum O 

pendulous sedge Carex pendula OC 

ash  Fraxinus excelsior O 

enchanter’s-nightshade Circaea lutetiana O 

bearded couch Elymus caninus O 

 
Tall ruderal – TR6 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

wild angelica Angelica sylvestris A 

common nettle Urtica dioica A 

 
Running water – RW1 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

filamentous algae unidentified F 

 



Dominic Brennan 
Riverslea, Hamm Court, Weybridge 

Desk Study and Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thomson Ecology Ltd 33 Ref:  YDOB101 / 001 / 001 
 

Amenity grassland – AM1-6 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus A 

red fescue Fes uca rubra t A 

perennial rye-grass Lol um perenne i A 

annual meadow-grass Poa annua A 

dandelions Taraxacum agg. F 

springy turf moss Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus F 

clover Trifolium sp. O 

yarrow Achillea millefolium OC 

daisy Bellis perennis O 

ground-ivy Glechoma hederacea OC 

crane’s-bill Geranium sp.  O 

creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens R 

broadleaved plantain Plantago major R 

 
Amenity grassland/scattered broadleaved woodland mosaic – AM/SBW1-2 
Grassland species include those listed in AM1-6 above with the following trees: 

Common name Scientific name Number of 
trees 

Habitat(s) 

plum Prunus domestica 1 AM/SBW1 

apple Malus domestica 4 AM/SBW2 

common pear Pyrus communis 1 AM/SBW2 

 
Amenity grassland/scattered broadleaved woodland/scattered coniferous woodland – 
AM/SBW/SCW1-2 
Grassland species include those listed in AM1-6 above with the following trees: 

Common name Scientific name Number of 
trees 

Habitat(s) 

plum Prunus domestica 1 AM/SBW/SCW1

apple Malus domestica 3 AM/SBW/SCW1

pine Pinaceae 1 AM/SBW/SCW1

highclere holly Ilex aquifolium x I. perado 1 AM/SBW/SCW2

spruce Picea sp. 1 AM/SBW/SCW2

 
Introduced shrub – IS1 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

snowberry Symphoricarpos albus D 

 



Dominic Brennan 
Riverslea, Hamm Court, Weybridge 

Desk Study and Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thomson Ecology Ltd 34 Ref:  YDOB101 / 001 / 001 
 

Introduced shrub – IS2 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

Japanese rose Rosa rugosa FC 

rose Rosa sp. FC 

lavender Lavandula sp. FC 

ivy  Hede a helixr  O 

ash Fraxinus excelsior OY 

ornamental shrub various FC 

 
Introduced shrub – IS3 
Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

hebe Hebe sp. OC 

ornamental shrub various FC 

 
Introduced shrub – IS4 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

hebe Hebe sp. OC 

heather Erica sp. OC 

elephant’s ears Bergenia cordifolia OC 

geranium Geranium sp. O 

ornamental shrub various FC 

 
Introduced shrub – IS5 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

pheasant berry Leycesteria formosa OC 

butterfly-bush Buddleja davidii O 

Himalayan honeysuckle Leycesteria formosa F 

rose Rosa sp. O 

ivy Hede a helixr  O 

dandelions Taraxacum agg. O 

ornamental shrub various FC 

 
Introduced shrub – IS6 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

rose Rosa sp. OC 

ornamental shrub various AC 
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Introduced shrub – IS7 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

snowberry  Symphoricarpos albus FC 

herb-robert Geranium robertianum F 

ivy Hede a helixr  O 

enchanter’s-nightshade Circaea lutetiana OC 

bramble Rubus fru icosus agg. t O 

common nettle Urtica dioica O 

iris Iris sp. O 

 
Introduced shrub – IS8 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

liverwort liverwort sp. FC 

herb-robert Geranium robertianum F 

geranium Geranium sp. O 

ivy Hede a helixr  O 

dame’s-violet Hesperis matronalis O 

bitter-cress Cardamine sp. O 

smooth sow-thistle Sonchus oleraceus O 

clover Trifolium sp. O 

 
Introduced shrub – IS9 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

Cortaderia selloana Cortade ia selloana r D 

 
Introduced shrub – IS10 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

rose Rosa sp. F 

hop Humulus lupulus F 

iris Iris sp. OC 

hebe Hebe sp. OC 

goldenrod ‘Goldenmosa’ Solidago ‘Goldenmosa’ O 

ivy  Hede a helixr  O 

bramble  Rubus fru icosus agg. t O 

geranium Geranium sp. O 

ornamental shrub various FC 
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Introduced shrub – IS11 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

rose Rosa sp. AC 

dame’s-violet Hesperis matronalis F 

bitter-cress Cardamine sp. O 

plume thistle Cirsium sp. O 

 
Introduced shrub – IS12 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

elephant’s ears Bergenia cordifolia D 

 
Introduced shrub – IS13 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

rose Rosa sp. O 

enchanter’s-nightshade Circaea lutetiana O 

ivy Hede a helixr  O 

hairy-brome B omopsis ramosa r O 

bramble Rubus fru icosus agg. t O 

common nettle Urtica dioica O 

iris Iris sp. O 

ornamental shrub various OC 

 
Introduced shrub – IS14 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

ornamental shrub various FC 

 
Introduced shrub/scattered broadleaved tree mosaic – IS/SBW1 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

snowberry Symphoricarpos albus D 

English oak Quercus robur O 

 
Introduced shrub/scattered broadleaved tree mosaic – IS/SBW2 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

ash Fraxinus excelsior O 

holly Ilex aquifolium F 

elder Sambucus nigra F 

ornamental vine Vitis sp. A 
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Introduced shrub/scattered broadleaved tree mosaic – IS/SBW3 
Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

Mexican orange blossom Choisya ternata OC 

barberry Berberis sp. OC 

guelder-rose Viburnum opulus OC 

Prunus  Prunus sp. O 

ornamental shrub various OC 

 
Species poor hedge – PH1 & PH2 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

beech Fagus sylvatica D 

 
Species poor hedge – PH3 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

Lawson’s cypress Chamaecyparis lawsoniana D 

 
Species poor hedge – PH4 & PH5 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

cherry laurel Prunus laurocerasus D 

 
Species poor hedge with trees – PHT1 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

common pear Pyrus communis O 

holly Ilex aquifolium A 

ivy Hedera helix F 

English oak Quercus robur R 

ash Fraxinus excelsior RY 

 
Walls – W1 & W2 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

butterfly-bush Buddleja davidii F 

ornamental climbers various F 

 
Other habitat – TN1 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

elder Sambucus nigra O 
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Other habitat – TN2 

Common name Scientific name Abundance (DAFOR) 

elder Sambucus nigra O 

 
C = clumped  
Y = young 
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