
Runnymede Borough Council, Leisure Services, Civic Offices, Station Road,
Addlestone, Surrey KT15 2AH.

Tel: (01932) 838383
www.runnymede.gov.uk

CHERTSEY
MEADS

A GUIDE TO A THAMES FLOOD MEADOW OF BOTANICAL IMPORTANCE

Off Mead Lane
Chertsey

It can also be damaging to ground-nesting birds. If the grass is cut too late, it be-
comes unpalatable to cattle. The timing of the cut is flexible to allow for seasonal
changes and weather conditions. Clippings are always taken off site or they will cause
enrichment, smother smaller plants and prevent seeds from reaching the soil surface
and germinating.

On part of the Meads, cattle grazing trials are to be carried out for three years, to
establish the effects on flora and fauna and to see whether reintroduction of the
technique can help the area achieve SSSI status once more. A section of the far
southeast corner of the site has been fenced for the trial following a grant award from
English Nature’s Wildspace! scheme for local nature reserves. Grazing helps to cre-
ate a varied sward structure and creates gaps in the grass via trampling for germinat-
ing seedlings to exploit. Manuring is also an important part of grazing as it promotes
recycling of nutrients, and provides a home for dung dwelling invertebrates.

A lot of the management of Chertsey Meads may seem quite dramatic at times. But
without continuous and appropriate management this site would rapidly lose the di-
versity of species and turn to coarse and rank grassland. Ultimately, it would then
scrub over with trees and shrubs and in the long-term move towards secondary
woodland.

The site would have been typical 50 years ago in this area. It has been estimated that
between 1975 and 1985, 25% of Surrey’s unimproved grassland was lost and since
that time it has continued to decline at an alarming rate. Present management plans
will help preserve this area for future generations to enjoy.

Hard surface pathways suitable for wheelchair users and buggies run from each car
park to the closest picnic area.



CHERTSEY MEADS

Chertsey Meads is a Council owned public open space of approximately 71 hec-
tares, which lies between the River Thames and River Bourne, half a kilometre east
of Chertsey town at the end of Mead Lane. Runnymede Borough Council manages
the Meads in partnership with the Chertsey Meads Management Liaison Group. The
primary aim of this group is to provide the Council with scientific, natural history and
other advice on the conservation, management and recreational use of Chertsey
Meads.

The Meads are a much loved landscape feature especially for dog walkers and horse
riders. The natural qualities provide a contrast to the more formal facilities such as
Laleham Park and Runnymede Pleasure Ground. A total of well over 400 species of
plants have been recorded on the site. In spring there is a spectacular display of
colours from the flowers, grasses and sedges, which continues long into the
summer.The Meads also provide a home to a diverse range of birds, a total of 108
species have been recorded over a number of years. These include birds typical of
farmland such as Bullfinch, Lesser Whitethroat and Skylark. Also found here are
species that use the reed beds like the Reed Bunting, Sedge Warbler and Reed
Warbler.

The Meads have traditionally been managed as a hay meadow and were grazed by
cattle until about 35 years ago. Since 1938 the area has also been managed for its
recreation potential. In 1975, English Nature designated part of the area as a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) describing it as ‘the only remaining Thames flood
meadow of botanical importance’. Before the River Thames levels were controlled,
the entire site would have naturally flooded. This deposited calcium carbonate onto
the site, which has been a factor in creating the unusual sward found here with sev-
eral species that are normally found in chalky regions e.g. Meadow Crane’s-bill and
Clustered Bellflower.

However, owing to reseeding, the use of fertilisers and ploughing operations, result-
ing in the decline in the number of rare species of wild flowers and the loss of nature
conservation interest, it was de-notified in 1987. In recent years the site has recov-
ered and we are now seeing some of its former glory coming back, so much so that
in 1991, 38 hectares were designated as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR), for its high
nature interest in a local context.

To maintain the species richness of the site, historical management practices are
mimicked. Getting the timing of the hay cut right is essential; too early and the plants
will not be able to set their seeds nor will other species such as birds and inverte-
brates be able to complete their life-cycle.


